
STAFF SPOTLIGHT:

NO ONE GETS THERE ALONE 

DeAnna is a Birmingham native who
has enjoyed investing in youth ever
since her secondary schooling years
through tutoring and mentoring.
Fulfilling this passion, she earned her
Bachelor’s of Social Work at The
University of Alabama. During her time
there, she led youth service initiatives
at the Blackburn Institute, University
Fellows Experience, and Latin
American Youth Center. DeAnna
carried her deep passion for public
interest with her to Impact America as
an AmeriCorps Service Member where
she was appointed site coordinator for
the organization’s busiest tax
preparation site in Alabama. Her
favorite forms of pastime are playing
with her 3-year-old nephew, exploring
restaurants in Birmingham, and
watching Grey’s Anatomy reruns.

DeAnna Lockett
Teacher Mentor 

Huffman High School

Throughout November, many of us take time out of our lives to
reflect on our blessings, whether family, friends or career
advancements. I know this season isn't always the most cheerful
time for everyone. Some of us have been deeply impacted by
the losses we've experienced and the pain most prevalent this
time of year. Whether you experience this season with gratitude
or grief, remember that you are not alone.

The next core belief in our series is, "We believe that LONG-TERM,
24/7 RELATIONSHIPS with caring adults have proven positive
outcomes in the lives of our urban youth." Elevate Birmingham
takes a different approach than many other mentoring or youth-
serving organizations. Students need good programming, but
relationships are more important than programs and help those
programs to be more effective. We commit to getting to know
our students in the classroom and beyond the classroom. We
spend time hiking, eating, studying, and having fun with
students. Being available to our students teaches them that we
care about their academic success and holistic development. 

The term 24/7 can be scary for some, but to us, at Elevate, that
means that we don't turn it on and turn it off. While we believe
in healthy boundaries for staff and students, we also know that
life doesn't happen on a schedule or when it's most convenient.
Whether it's a Teacher-Mentor taking a call from a student
dealing with a personal crisis or seeking wisdom on a decision
they need to make, our team is present. Students and families
learn that we care and experience this core belief through our
presence and dedication.  "No One Gets There Alone."



Written by Executive Director, Danny Brister

Happy Thanksgiving!



Jamia Price
wenonah High School

GRADE: 9th

Favorite snack: Chips ahoy & hershey

what have you learned from your
Elevate class:
Teacher mentors have taught me how
to have healthy relationships.

Elevate Birmingham
Student Spotlight 

Tamarcus turner-kemp
Wenonah High School

GRADE: 10th



Favorite snack: Air heads



what have you learned from your
Elevate class:

Teacher mentors have taught me to
be a leader and be yourself




antorn bell
huffman High School

GRADE: 12th

Favorite snack: reese's

what have you learned from your
Elevate class:
Teacher mentors have taught me
that Life is hard, but it's up to you
to make it better.

           Adrianna Kincey 
Huffman High School

GRADE: 11th



Favorite snack: Hershey's cookies &
cream bar



what have you learned from your

Elevate class:
that it's okay to not know exactly

what you want to do in life, and it's
okay to ask for help from people who

care about you
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https://mygiving.secure.force.com/GXDonateNow?id=a0U0H00000b2Aq8UAE
https://forms.gle/HMSGFGsZsnaweCDPA
https://form.jotform.com/223036230566146

